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and faithfall ſeruant of God {ar- 
merly viua voce ia publique, ſoun- 
ded tw the tarts of me and many, 
and afierwards,as 4 token of his 
Chriftian loae to me, b:lowed pon me in writing, which 
being ſo fouitfull aud neceſſarie « labour, in the indgement 
the godly and learmed that bane ſcene it, and ſo ſpecially 
efitting #heſe Iuke-warme and backſiiding times, 1 thought 

I could not, without preindice to thee, ſaffer it to lie by me. . 
for my prinate inſiraftion and benefit alone, and therefore 
for thy good, the keeping in precious memorie the Preacher 
thereof, whom the Lord hath gathered into his barne, and 
for the glarie of God eſpecially, 1haue conſented that it be 
md: more publique and common, by comming vnder the 
preſſe. The Lord grant, that it may hage that ſucceſſe in 
mee andthe, which hee that came firſt life vn1o it in ſ{udy- 
ing, aud brought it feorth by preaching, intended, and 1 in 
conſenting and cauſing 10 hane it printed, deſire : ſo ſhall 
the able Aves te and doubting Chriſtian, be taken by the 


band, ined and comforted againſt the feares of totall back- 
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But we are not they which withdraw our ſclues into perdi- 
tion , but follow faith vnto the, conjer ruation if- the 
ſomle. | 


0 Dy # HE Apoſtle auld in-the verſe 
- IJ before,remembred the fearefull 
A eſtate of {uch whoithroughwnbe- 
92, lecte are withdrawne-from God, 
doth inthis verſe preuenta ſcru- 
L p Plc which might ariſe in ſome ti- 
morous \conſciences;, doubting 
hoy they werenot in"this'caſe next before threat- 
ned. Hee doth therefote take ſuch weake'ones by the 
hand,;ſtrengthning them,by bearing themwitneſſe of 
their. conditionzmanifeſted by the fruites aboue men- 
tioned xerſc 32.3334: Which cſtate/is ſer downe here 
' in this verſe; Firſt negatiuely, by deniall of their vn- + 
belecuing reuolt, Secondly affirmariuel by auouch- 
ing their perſeucrance infairh. Either of theſe o_ 
ties of Eres andbelede bc: lified fro 


Puma 


Obſernat.1, 


the ſoule( for that is to be'mn 
| Clauſe) and faluation of the fa 


inche Emblem, who gang vo the Aﬀle 


"EL. "x - 


| from the latter 


The ſumme of the words. Feare not though I tell 
you that back(liders are veſſels of no delight, for your 
{clues with my ſelfe, are not ſuch who ſteale from our 
companies, leauing our militarie profefhont, which 
would turne in this life and the life to come to our 
further deſtruCtion z bur we continue in faith,and pur 
foorth our belecte more and more, as occaſion requi- 
reth, which bringeth vs here and euerlaſtingly to ſec 
the Lords ſaluation. 

Now for the inſtruftions which both the ſcope 
and matter of the verſe include in thern. PFirft that 
Panl doth confirmo them by bearing them'wirriefſe of 
their eſtate, It doth teach vs,that we muſt ſtabliſh our 
weake brethren,by bearing them record of the graces 
wrought in them wee who haue found grace muſt 
confirme others. It any thing more ſmart be vtrered, 
we muft-mollific it with fuck wiſe prevention as Phy- 
fitions, if they forefee onght harmefull to the bodie, 
they corre& it with-other ingredients , that it may 
wholeſomely be recejued; If we faw one ready to trip, 

would reach him a hand and ſuftaine hinyfrom 
faling: much more maſt wee ſhew this loue ro the 
ſoule thaking through frailrie. This wiſedome Chriſt 
vied, he quenched not the ſmoaking flaxe ; the ſeaſo- 
nable-reftifying to men their good rhings canſerh 
them to take increaſe : our honourof them, out dutic 
tothe comfort ofrheir lives and to the rruth, doth re- 
_ it.. Such therefore are to be taxed who wanti 
s pradence handle theword in diniding itlike him 
bone, w/the 
REES good 


dogge ſttaw : 


33? 


deuotions, and-incourage men carnally min- 
has hen wae rio of Bocahand chap.13.22, 


Such-againe are they amoneſt priuate Chriſtia 
who like tob kad ate a bokinn to them, whine 
ſhould comfort and confirme. 

econdly,we muſt be prouoked by this example to 
courage weake ones when they are doubting of 
their eſtates : for as a timorous patient imagining 
rwentic cuils , when his Phyſitian affurech him thacr 

his caſe is nothing ſo,js well ſatisfied : ſohere. 


The tviall of « Chriflianseflate. 4 


Aegaine, in that hee ſaith, Wee are not they that 0b/eroer,n. 


withdraw. Hence wee are giuen to vnderſtand, that 
ſome may fall away fromthe graces recciued. In ſome 
manner Gods owne children and others are reported 
_ tohaue fallen: Dazed, Saul, Peter, alexander, cc. But 
that this may be more diſtin&ly opened, three things 
muſt be conf1dered, 
x. Firſt, from what the godlyrruly ſanGtified may 
fall ; howfarre other: (2. 1. + | 
2. Secondly,from whence falls come, and the dif- 
ference of them. oy 
- Thyrdly;what are the fy 
; Ad lining Gow - . 
-'*., To thefirſt,a man nothauing the true grace ofthe 
ele&,may fall from all outward priuileges, which hee 
holdeth as a member of the viſible Church. Second-- 
ly, from.the effects. of his grace-in life and conuerſa- 
tion. Thirdly, from the very habituall gifts, which 
were the fountaine whence his fruites flowed. Thus 
he may come to be twice dead, and in worſe caſe then 
cuer. | 
The Lords chaſen may fall 


” | Jo | | bw 6 R 4 
as vEY : : *. of 
£ % . : ho >S a , + - 
"Y * Jn Y £ LY P, "4 4 | L 4 A . 
y » TLY C MX 3 Rs { Ry. * %+ * 
/ 2» of P.2 "a5 
. =” E: 4 = «26.7 #- 4 % 
. f o Bd, $45- 
RSA. - 


F, F 
> " B&o-> a, 
| oy &: ' 2 < F 
"= %, 4 | . boy 
q «> 5 "— y 4 -v 4 
a> a5 3 Ls . 4 1 > 
yy £4 #- F T5 2 G ( - , 6 
- f FL . . 18, 4 : * 
oY *) & _ 
SE 'M 2 : 42 FAY Ss 4 
. od » mes [A mY, þ 4 \ 


or fignes of a 


& = 


from their ourward pre- 
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Canſes rf defe- 


Won, 


which in diſeaſes of the Mo 


ks |Eirkigchevrion whichyis made by rhe 
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ill abideth in them,and it is only withcheirs 

asit iSwiththe-minde in diftempers of melancholic. 
and phrenfic;with the Sunae in eclipſes ; with rhe 
uce when, lcaues and fruitesfaile itz with the naturall 
life when it moucth not, ne yet breatheth ſenſible: 
r is often diſcerned. 
Their faith is a never failing faith; their life an eternal 
life ; their ſeedea {ecdeabiding in them. 

Now for the ſecond;viz, what are the caufes of fal- 
ling away,and that ſodiuerſly; this opened will tend 
a more thocovgh _ to the former. The canſcs 
which worke in withdrawing vs are inward or out- 
ward. But the varietie of theſe decelinings fpringeth 
chicfly from the inward: 

The cauſe? in the Lords children is,the ftare of their 
grace,which is ſuch as hath ſtill reliques of ſinne dwel- 
ling with it. | 
+. Tbeauſeof theothers totallfall is,an effentiall de- 
fe&tin their grace, whichreacheth nor to make a true 
vnion betwixe Chriſt and them, nor yer to-produce 
true ſanCtification., In a word, the cauſe of the ones 
perſcuering,.and-the others torall deficiencie, is not 
only to be taken from Gods power and | me plea-. 


- lure;trom-Chriſt his intercelſſon, from the ſtinting of 


Satanto tacheele of rhe true Chriſtian ſeede :but al- 
ſo. fromthe efſentiall qualification, and diſpoſition of 
the grace beſtowed ypon either. But rhis is a difficul- 
tle hirther to be: cleered; How wee may formally di- 
tingniſh theſe-gifts which are in the Chriſtian thar 
vercth, from thoſe that are inhim that tempori- 
eth. The difference is double : 
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Gllow pon ſo different manners of being vnited with 
C rift. | | Fas oh 49 
-” the firſt,is ſet downe this concluſion : The 


53:00 
Gieimal gif of the temporiſer doth meerely enligh- 


ten him to fee Chriſt, bur dorh not monehis will to 
goemnto Chriſt, as giuen him of God,that he might 
not periſh but haue erernall life.His application is an 
 ouerweening hope,taken vp by his own preſumption; 
it is not a motion which the ſpirit doth elicite arid 
draw out,but ſuch as is his enlightning. 

--Inthe word of Chriſt are rwo things : firſt the truth 
 fit;a true word:ſecondly,the goodnefle of it,a good 
word. That this may be apprehended,God giveth his 
choſen not onelyan apprehenſion, in the vnderſtan- 


ding of the truth,and ———_ of it; buta motion of 


#fbance, which the ſoule goe to,and clafpe a- 
bout Chrit whom it bcholdeth. Hence it is that com- 
ming and belecuing,/oba I.12.10h8 675.37. is appre- 
hending as when-a thing is taken byrhe tand 
from this propertie of faith, doth come thar interna} 
vnion twixt the belecuer and Chriſt, which maketh 
themidwell mutually one in the other. Hence it is that 
the true belecucr doth more afte& Chriſt, prize him, 
joy/in him,more then the benefits by him. ©! 
Now the Papiſts faith is a meere enlightning,not 
having any confidence within che cope of ir,(for 
a man may be found intheir faith, and in damnable 
deſpaireat the ſame inſtant)and the temporiſersfaith 
hauing no more then an p19 rene: m the vnder- 
ſanding ofthe good word of faluation, joyned with 
preſum tuous perſwaſion and fallible hopes concej- 
ued by himſeltcon falle reckonings :thele cannor mm- 
nezly yaite hi-Twith Chriſt; but looke as a Wenne þ 
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yy RP in the nd the whine incompaſſing- ir, 
and ſome kinde of continuation with the other-ment- 


+ bur. hathndotiinewes,nerues, arteries ſhotinto 
om head andheart;zas the aches parts: :fo theſe by 


their, commonallumination and profeſſion have con- 
ont. the bodie;\burwant the: influence of 


more gkere lipnicht 'of that affiahced motion of 

1c will, which only floweth from Chriſt into his pro- 
per members. And thisis the firſt ground of their af- 
ter failing : for looke as ſtandi ntaik;vr never ſuch 
rorrents, which haye nohead living ſpringing 'wa- 
ters to feed them, cannot in'time butdrie vp: fo theſe 
nothauing Chriſt, the VWell-hcad of all grace, what- 
ſocucr.is. in them, in time iadeth and compar ro uy 


Thing. 


From fa of re 6B whith is as it ae 
the fountaine,commetha difference in grace deriued. 
The omporie angie as:doth never truly hum- 


:infincere': in a word, 


tious light of this 
nuts fa ne- 


nat a {ov alga. not this: as 
ſep aſe r he is once baptized, whereas this was the 


"4 pitch of Paxls and Daxids penitentiall' exer-= 


the. 


the truth of this doQttine,yea propound it frairfully ro 
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others? Anſw.He may(by faith infuſed)conceiueand 4». 


aſſent eo ir; yea deliver-it to others, bur-ſo.thatthe po. 
werof it doth not refle& onhimſclfe,fo as tobe hum- 
bled in chis relpe&; but as the Moone giueth vs lighe 
whiclxis, not rooted in the body of her;for thatconti- 
nueth darkſome : fo they rectiue light from- Gods 
-word andiet it forthto ahers iohae none1n them- 
ſelues.. Secondly; not being within grace,his confeſ- 
ſionand paſſionynderfinne-is notfreeand volutitary, 
bug extocted-cither-from ſome! Euidence; of light, or 
fateuincing him; as Salto Denid confeſſed; or the 
 Tzacke of Gods terrors enforcing it from him. VWhere- 
as.the. children of Gad,;who. now ſee tharthe, more 
their-{ux is, the monegrace ſuperabounded;; that their 
baſencs is his gloriewhpſe grace theyliuc vnder, 

Kranlly, yea delightfully.humble themſelues in confet- 
ling. ther vilencſſe, Thirdly, not being'within-the 
grace of Chriſt wich:ſoungdathance, bencuergrieueth 
atſinneas it isenmiticagainf hisGod::for to be con- 
trite in; this:regard,-implicth a;loue to.God, which 
cannot-bee :in him'who hath not found God-louing 
hin firk zhe is vexedat his finnes-in reſpeR'ofbismr 
ſeries hee fecth imminent, aronly as they ate world: 
ward,ſhametull aberrations from oral of ſuch ap» 
parant vertues, which men may repute glorious, and 
much. affect. In a'word,hee is never truly, humbled, 
which hisobedience beingpartiall doth witneſfle; for 
he will take and leaue inthat which hee heareth ar his 
owne plealure : yea ifcrofſes come, he is too proud to 
humble himſelfe-vnder Gods hand: he is lifred vp a+ 
boue others, whom hee out-ſtrippeth in common gras 
ces:he is cenſoxivus, without oocieges of that _ 
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rall condition vader finnc'; which is common to him 

2. withothers: And from hence it is, that at length his 
grace faileth: for as a houſe builded on the ſands, 
without adue ground-worke laid ; or plants varooted 
candor endure :{a this frame which wanteth the foun- 
dationand roote of graces, (fuch as humilitie is) can- 
"Secondly, I fay'from this prime defe& of inner 


ynion,all the remporiſers graces produced are ſuper- 
ficialllleighrfull of ouerrure : whereas thoſe in ſound 


© belecyersareſolid,ſabſtantiall, not 7/5 intrivſecns defe- = 
_ #ogſe, things which though outwardly they haue the 


appearance,yet are inwardly defeQiue.Hence it is that 
Feadcallcb theik dlmeſſc,, a figure of godlinefle, 
n:Tin. 3-5. their an externas forme of 
oy or Z. n thar +01 rp b ll ny 
: haue,a ſemblance,a only,Lake 8.18 : tor los 

asawildeherbe, PR th name and com- 
mor nacure,yer i differeth-much from one which 
groweth in'gardens;berter manured and dreſſed : and 
as'a'blew., died with blockwoad, though it ſeeme 
brighter awhile,yer is not ſoſubſtantial as that which 
is woaded (andthereforewwre ſay it is a true colour): 
ſohere though the graces of the temporiſer haue-the 
ſame*name and common nature, ( or they are infe- 
riour works of the ſpirit) yea though they may exceed 
inſhew, yet for the truth and ſubſtance, they are no- 
thing to thoſe thatare wrought in honeſt hearts; and 
| fromhencecome two things. 

-/ Firſt;their graces areſoone growne vp for a thin 
ſuperficiall is | inhbalfe the time that a ſubſtantia 
thing'is'in working,” They get the ſtart: and, while 
manyatruehcartbeforethem in che Lord is coniplai- 


| ume, 

ning of wants.arid weakneſſes;fintul inclinations,vſur- 
ping in them; theyare carticd, as-ir were, per /alttimy, 

_ totheirperfection. Buras a truc birth, though ſlowly 


Thetriallof © bviſtiunceftane, 


ar the firſt, yer ſtill eakerth increaſe, whereas a mole 
groweth faſter at the firſt,bur ſoone ccaleth ;and looke 
as innature, things the ſooneſt ripe, are the ſooneſt 
rotten : So it farcrh with theſe leap-Chriſtians, 
Secondly, I fay their graces are infincere , their 
hearts are neuer purged from ſome finne which they 
loue and like rohue 1n, for ſiniſter ends intertaining 
the meſſage of Gods mercie, which is not, that they 
reuerence him,and ſcrue him all their daies with- 
out {lauiſh terror : but they gladly heare it, as hoping 
thatthey hane a proteQtion by it,though they hold on 
in their own courſes. For this it is that the cle&s faith, 
which neuerfailcth, is calleda faith withour hypocri- 
fie ; that the true beleeuer is onely faid to haue an ho-. 
neſt hearr. 

As God hath made ſome remedies in nature ſuch 
as purge vniuerſally every peccant humour , as the 
Phyſitians Catholicon, &c. ſome againe that purge 
cars deletiu, that expell choler, bur meddle not with 
melanctiolic; flegme, but ſtirre not choler: So this 
medicine of grace, which God infuſeth into anhoneft 
hearr, it is a Catholique expeller ofall knowne finne, 
greator little. The grace of the temporiſer purgerh 
out the roote of no/{inne; repreſſcth the mouing and 
paroxiſmes as it were of fome choiſeſinnes only, asin 
Herod. And lience it'is that the grace of the tempori- 
ſerdorh not continue: foras corne growing vp-with 
witch, briars, thornes, is at ſength ſmothered; and as 
wholeſome meats ina ſtomacke full of flying choler 
is atlength- Nited: fo raigning {inne ng 3 
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with theſe ſeerning graces, doth neuer ceaſe till they 


be brought vpand diſcharged: Loke 8.12.13.14. Thus 
much to cleecre that difference of graces in Gods chil. 
dren and-others, which cauſcrh that the falles of the 
one are not totall nor finall, which is incideot to the 
condition of the other. 

Now taking it as granted that the Lords children 
fall, by reaſon of the reliques of fin ws. them, 
I come toname the externall meanes, which actually 
bring foorth into Apoſtafie rhis inbred defeRion. 
Thee ſometime work it more violently at once,ſome- 
time ſucceſſiuely, by ſome heinous waſting ſin,which 


like a ſtrong poyſon difpatcheth all quickly. Crofles 
repeated, and gradually increaſed, lures of pleaſures 


and profits, vncomfortablenes, which accompanicth 
by many meanes Chriſtian courſes, (dead work is 


_—_ giuen ouer) voy np of the multitude, a 


ong mT which the diuell ſometimes draw- 
cth from perſiſting 4 AN tp at thg ſimplicitic, 
which to eye of fleſh ſcemeth to be in Chriſtian cour- 
ſes.at difſention in opinions amongſt men of the ſame 
rofeſſion.at the ſins obſerued, and falls once knawne 
och who make profeſſion ; the ſeducing.calles of 
falſe Teachers, the glorious ſhewes of holineſle, and 
whatlocuer things of this nature, by which men tho-. 
Satans working are withdrawne. 

Now followeth the third-thing, the ſymptomes or 
ſignes of a declining ſoule. This one thing muſt be 
PRs, leſtthat weake ones ſhould caſt themſelues 
urther downe by miſtaking the matter.The preſence 
of rheſe enils, and abſence of due diſpoſitions or ac- | 


FS _ tions are not cuill ſignes of a dangerouſly declining 


ſoule, burwhen they are willingly carrie”? withour re- 
Bo : > - morſe, 
| ESD. .AN 
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morſe, renued deſires and endeuours after thecontra- 
rie: for as one may be without Gods gratiouspreſence 
© his feeling, and yer nor a forſakerof God zſoone 
may: be without theſe things, and not leauing:them, 
but rather lefr of them, ( Gods wiſedome: tor many 
ends {o ditpenſing).while by gricte, faith and; renyued 
defires,he doth follow after them. 
»\ This conſideration-interlaced for the right vnder- 
ſtanding of the! matter in hand. Let this be the firſt 
ſigne, v-z. afceble, livelefſcattionot grace willingly * 
abated: v. gas when/a'mancan_ performe any 
Chriſtian dutie without all power {pirituall and-good 
deuotionzneuerthelefſe doth not chalenge himſelfe as 
if itwere ill with him in that regard. Zeſe attiones le- 
ſas 'argunnt facultates: As when the eye ſeeth not as ir 
hath done,wee may preſume the inſtruments or facul- 
tics are not as they haue been : Sohere, when we doe 
not things with the vigour we haue done, itis aſigne 
of infirmitic , and a facultic inwardly. or outwardly 
hindred : but when we can thinke well. cnough of thts 
Nate, it is a ſigne- of Apoſtacie and wiltull declining; 
luskiſh reachings are the fits forerunners common- 
ly : Gods pcople declining} haue fallen firſt ro theſe 
formalities, to performance of dutiesin. perfundoric 
faſhion; rhe hearr and raines farre from the Lord; in 
them; V4 I6tl 2001 of 4 | 
The ſecond figne is a» prepoſterous appetite of vn- 
wholeſome odfiies 6 7p Lowry _ diſturbant 
td vs: when mencai be wittiour preaching,orarlcaſt 
without any that -moueth-their conſciences ; when 
they can cxtoll frothie windie ſtuffe,which fillerh: the, 
but neucr feederh them, ſo as their ſoules arethe bet- 
terfor itrowar-” God: It isa ings the manis willing 
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toifleepethar drawerh thecurtainesabout him : It is a 
prefur tion, thattheſe are willing to-nappe in their 
"SIOP, louenort ſuch alightot truthas ſhould a- 
waken them. Not bearing thewholefome word is the 
reamble of Apoſtahe. 346-424) 

->Arthird token isandigeſtion ofthatwe heare,borne 
contentedly; when the heateof loue doth notſo digeſt 
things, thar 'they mighr alter be-diſtributed into the 
veynes of cuery good word and worke ; becauſe they 
receiue not the truth in loue,&c.2.Thel.2. VVhen 
mearte is taken in,and paſſeth -away not altered by the 
ſtomacke, it leauerh bs body in an atrophic, that is, 
ſuch a ſtate whereinit is notnouriſhed : So here. 

The fourth ſigne is an 'inordinate appetite after 
things hurtfull & noxious :as when-a man fcelcth no 
hurr, chough hee intermeddle immoderatly in the 
cares of the world; though he intemperatly quaffe-in 
theſe ſinfull pleaſures which laſt-bur a 2A :whena 
man loues to follow-the-good healths, we may boldly 
4ay,.heeloues tobreed ill health. Worldly cares and 
pleaſures are therhings of which the foule is drunken, 
.and-{urtcrs; rheſe are the thornes-and weedes with 
whichrhe ſcede of graces ncuer thrineth. 

- Artie tigne- may be rhe dif-affe&ing of our bre- 
thren, whom wee hauc acknowledged as begotten of 
God.Thediuel cannot bring a man who hath knowne 
any good, toconfrontand defpiſchim direfly: there- 
fore hecntreththetawith this politick craine 5 he rea- 
<hing themfirft ro bee bold and trample downe his 
tn to deſpiſe God, 
2:Tun.1.4. Demas(as it is likely)turning Apoſtate,for- 
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or The trial of a Chriflians eflate, 5 
inregardof our daily weakneſſes and lefſer fines, bur 
they digeſt with vs: if the foule were nor fallen well 
alleepe, it could not concoc ſo well. When nature 
(things able to- prouoke taken in) maketh not reſi- 
ſtance, her ſtrength is feeble : $o here; Bur: when a 
man 1s growne tothis,that he can goe on-in lis impe- 
nirencie without checke, it is an cuident figne hee is 
downetbewinde ina wiltull declination; yea that hee 
isfarre gone in it, Thus you haue heard that ſome 
fall from their grace;zand for further declaration you 
haue:ſeenecleered how farre all ſorts may fallzwhence 
commeth their falles, with rhe difference of them. 
Thirdly,what are the indicants ofa ſoule declining. 


The vic of all is; Firſt, as to ſtirre vs vp to take com- 7: r. 


fort in the true worke which God hath begun; ſo ro 
make ſure that wee haue receiued ſuch grace as ſhall 
nor faile : would wenotbe loath toreare ſuch a frame 
in a materiall building, which ſhould after come 
downe vpon our heads? VWeare builders, let vs make 
ſure todiggefſo deepe,and ground our workeſo well, 
that though it ſhould ſhake,(as they ſay, firme houſes 
will) yet it may befarre from feare of ruine. In taking 
gold we rcfuſe waſhed and light gold,orclipped,wee 
weighthem,ring them,&c. In receiuing grace be not 
leſſe carcfull char ir bee right currant, not wanting a 
grainc of due _ 

Secondly his,that-many fall away, muſt awakenvs 7 2." 
to more circumſpettion; though it gn vpon ſome 
menoaly, ir is-cuery mans terror. VVe haue great rea- 
ſon, for wee live in moſt perilous times, wherein the 
holy Ghoſt hath warned vs thar the darnpe of fin ſhall 
kethe loue of many waxe cold: wherein the conta- 


ion of Apoſt; * is epidemicall; is growne —_— 
; is : ” C2 ue diſcaſc. 


hy, VP 


14 The triall of a Chriſtians eftate. 
diſeaſe. For now what!luke-wartrines > 'what'a vveake 
pulſcbeatcrh where? mencarenot to'deale with 
themſelues rohold their thoughts to heauenly things, 
to awaken their affe&tions,to renue theirfaith,to blow 
vp-denotioh; to:liue in an holy: contention; nay this 
in our daies: is counted: a {uperfluous vnneceflaric 
courſe, forged in1 the head offome ouer-torward fel- 
lowes ; it is the vndiſcreete- feruor'of greene 'youth, 
which ages wiſedome will takevp. Others more mo- 
deratly ſpoken,thinkrhat everything new is dainties, 
and zhat prime afte&ions cannor be retained: afig- 
leafe,nature,art, grace, goe from leſſe perfe& tomiore 
perfect. Whether doth a child ateightyeceres oreigh- 
;  reene moſtloue and ioy.in his inherttance?Doeſt thou 

not count thy vechaiſts two laſt:yecres'berter then 

foute of his firſt ? | | 
In ſtead of appetite to the word, now ſome thinke 
the Sabbath may be tollerably ſan&tified withour any 
preaching : ſorne' counr*it enough” if they bee where 
pteaching is, letit'be what'it will be farre from ſuch 
as is able-ro worke' on their ſoules zas if the orders: of 
the perſon,not-the ſupernaturall gifts of knowledge 
andwiſedome made ESmon(Bir theſe muſt not 
bee ſeuered) :ſome count ſuch plaine preaching (as 
heretofore was efteCtuall in them)lefſe diligent, and 
lefle learned. Thus the diuell not able quite ro make 
them caſt off: the ordinance, perſwades them that 
change is no robberie; and that they may ſleepe the 
quieter-{negleCing ſuch preaching as was powerfull 
inthem ) hee. caſts: them this pillow, i geſting that 
_ they leaue not thatwhich was effe al fn them to- 
' wardGod, but thatonely which was indiligent and 

eoleampdSov oro cite 9 rn 1h 
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| Agaive,in cad ofworkingthe word vpon our af 

Ne, how many codons Hemkeloes, 10-eneret: 
their critickes, this'or that was wel! ſpoken, &c. and 
there is an end? For the world, men haue their hands 
m it clbow decpe; yea many who in their times haue 
made,ſhew of a more heauenly minde, fome are now 
ſoſhic to their brethren, that they will not looke ar 
them, not meete on the ſame fide of the ſtreete, nor 
know them. How many, whoſe hearts would hauec 
{mitten them in lefler, offences, can. now commit as 
great, and. it neuer vpbxaids them ? nay eſteeme this 
tendernes CR Nnitie, and melancholike 
Auſteritic. The more; vulgar then this diſeaſe is, the 


more,cautelous we.mult be. 


= 


= - 


... Thirdly, wee ſeenow, thatwho will keepe life and 
power 1n ſoy courle, endcuouring a good conſcience 
1 all chings, they muſt paſle che pikes of cuill rongues 
which are ſhaken again(t them, For now ſuch heare,as 
if they were. humouriſts., new-fangliſts , - Preciſtans, 
proud, fiagular, ſimple,, melancholike perſons, what 
. not? Finally, the diuell ro make reuolts, now xefines 
his vvits,and turnes Angell of light,hanging out our 
oyvnecolours,that he may the caflilier ſurprize vs;and 
pretending  perte&ions, vvhich vvee yet vvant, doth | 
tranſport many,whom neither croſſes norallurements 
a FA ile againſt. So that vve had need,it cuer, 
"20 vvalke vyarily, looking to the author and finiſher of 
our faith: yea thankfully, thac ſo incuill times vve are | 
kept (though vveakly) aliue in his fight. Thus much 
of rhe ſecond doctrine. 


- Thethird followerh in theſe wordszto perdition,viF, 0bſerna.z.; 


of.the ſoule,2.Pet.2.20-21. cuen ashe that; goeth out 
_ of che light.,wvAncedes comeinto darkengflc': ſol he 


”; 


Ovied. 


-thatleaueth the liuing God, the 


$  £ 


fountaine of bleſſed 
life, muſtneedesfall imo perdirion,” The relapſe into 


any ficknefſe is more dangerous, then the firſt entrance 


into it; fornatureisnow more enfeebled, much ſpent 
in her former reſiſtance ; againe, the diſeaſe -is much 
ftrengrhened as a preuailing conquerour : So in theſe 
declinings from the healthſome ſtate of grace in ſome 


 forratrained, ſinne 1s ſtronger (the divell comming - 


with ſeuen worſeſpirits), and our capacitic of recei- 
uing liealch leſſer ; wee being twice dead, and for the 
degree more remoued from grace, then cuer before, 
and this end befalleth backſliders moſt deſeruedly:for 
they offer God the greateſt indigniric, ir being berter 
they had neuer admitted him,rhen hauing taken him 


in,to difledge him cauſcleſly. Againe,when ſuch as 


forgetting their milirarie Sacramenr,fteale from their 
colours,are iuftly puniſhed with temporal death;how 
defcruedly are theſe puniſhed with eternal perdition, 
who reſpe& not that warfare ro which they haue 
bound themfelues by Sacrament,who flinch away,lea- 
uing thatdiſfplaied enfigne of a zealous profeſſion,vn- 
der which ſometime they haue ſerued? 

' Buthow<can deftruftion follow on declining cour- 
ſes when Gods choſen cannor periſh; and the other 
ſorrwere nener in ſtate of faluation? Anſw. This is 
ſaidtobetheendof it, not abſolutely withour excep- 
tion, but ay: if weby repentance rake not 

ighr fteppes the ſooner, and get our halting hea- 


Tothefirſtir may be anſwered, that the Apoſtacic 


EI wIteStan is 
His merey tharprenenteth chem in this way, nor the 
fruit ofinivbol.flding, -Seronly ey her ſort 


deſtroy 
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deſtroy them(elues,when they brin 
into a (woone,and leaue not themielues breath or mo. 
tion diſcernable, - For the wicked, though they neuer 
were thorowly vindicated or redecmed from deſtru- 
cion,yet tothe iudgement of charitic they ſeemed ſo: 
now it is vſuall-to ſpeake of things not according as 
they arc,but as they appeare. Secondly,they though 
they neuer had that found erervall life, yet they had 
ſuch a life as is ina wen z and thoughtheroots of their 
gricfte were not brought away, yet, the effe&s were fo 
reſtrained,and for atime ſuſpended, that to theirſee- 
ming they were made well. Thirdly;they are ſaid to 
fall into deſtruftion,though they are init;becauſe they 


by Apoſtacie,goe tothe height and conſummation of 


it ;zas weare ſaid by a godly courſe,to goeto lifecucr- 
laſting ,which in ſome degree-wehaue alrcadie. And 
the truth is,that falling awaydorth bring the vatimely 
iudgements; doth procure an cffecuall delivering to 
Satan,who doth aftegwards more tully. fill chem with 
his efficacie: For asGod-maketh the {incereſt Saints 
often of thoſe, who haue been the fouleſt ſinners : fo 
here Satan,when hee getrerth ſuch an one, who hath 


been in ſhew an Ang; of light, he doth make of hin 
an-incarnate diyell. In nature the ſweeteſt things 


when they-turne, become the ſowreft. - This ſomoxrrall 


ficknefſe we muſt take heede of; and itourloue, zeale, 


tenderneſſe.of conſcience bee diminiſhed, wee muſt 
timely ſceke our for remedie. I know menthinke,we 


. arcnotfo — . once beloued, alwaies beloved; * 


wehaue letr 


ingbut meere-curioſitie, melancho- 
licke auſteritiegnen;in many conliderats 


their ſpiritual life 


rations Feproue- 
able;luch as thoſe, whooyne not wicthihem,webope 
way bean G04: tauour;and goe'to hen Peper F 
crvact; take - 
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take ſuch- paines' to deceiue your-ſelues ; theſe vaine 
words will not ſtill rockethe conſcience aflcepe. If 
thy ſpiritual aCtions be allen aſleepe, thy contention 
againſt the emill dwelling 'n thee ceaſed, thy appetite 
ker ſincere milke and meate abared,thy rendernes of 
conſcience impaired,and thou canft {it vnder all theſe 
things without repentantforrow aſſure thy lelfe, the 
end of rhis( if thou preuenteſt it not by repentance) 
{hall be deftrution. Luke-warmenes (though men 
thinke'ita part of prudence )'it-is odious with God, 
andwillmake'vs be caſt ypwith diſpleaſure : rrue it is 
that'Gods wrath is not preſently * ied againſtſuch, 
buitthar is only becauſe we ſeenor the ſpirituall iudg- 
ments, wherewith ns dr 9 Ik and-we ſec in na- 

+  rurethething islong bred andconceiued, before it is 
brought foorth and manifeſted. 


ſift ſpiring after things 
which we are till caſt from with 0. arc in their 
kinds laborzous : but ms eee in cheir 
| earthly warfare; they (for pay of rwo ſhillings a day) 
march thorough places often n fullof difficuleiclie (the 


COnert ouer 


oy ; them; 
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themzin their viduals they are {o fore ſtre; 
they carrie their liues in theirhands, and fight-in-the 
Canons mouth: tothinkg-vpon this once, isenough 
to make vs aſhamed of our ſoftnes and cowardice. 
But we are of fairh,as we ſay, and men of courage and 
wiſedome. Burt alas, firſt who hath theſe things? ſe- 
condly, who doth put them foorth? thirdly,who is 
conſtant in holding” them, and making ſhew of them 
as occaſion is offered ? 


T0 


. We may obſeruethis as a fourth inſtruction,whar alfa, 
is the propertie of a ſound belceueror belecte,avz. to 


perſeucre when they are wried and oppoſed: this faith 
15a pretious, fincere, neuer failing faith; it groweth 
from one degree to another ;the true belecuer hehol- 
deth the faith againſt hell gates themſclues, thar is, 
the powers of hell which oppole him init: which that 
wee may more fruitfully.vnderſtand;z wee muſt know 
that where ſound: faith.1s wrought, there the diuell 
plaicth the aſſailant, bendiog al Ps torce to. dif-arme 
them of this diuine ſhield, by drawing thembacke a- 
gaine to vnbclicke and falſe confidences which will 
nothelpe them. 
To his purpoſc he muſtererh croſſes, vomirerh de- 
es of falſe {landers ſtirreth vp the necreſt friends of 
ſuch as are now come to, God by faith, to-perſecute 
them moſt bitterly : ſometime hee ſhewerh them im- 
Mbilirics,in ſenſe of ſecing thar they defire and be- 
= : {o;netimes. hee troubleth their teelings,that fo 
he may ſhake them in. their belecuing ; ſomerimes he 
withdraweth their faith by fallcobie&s,which he pro- 
ſeth to themzburif hee can nor breake off their be- 
icte,then he laicth about to en 


ck the renewed exile of theig ack, by 


with 


d,ofre 


wnſctling vs . 
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with ſome new devuices,when weeare more intenit;by 
making our exercile paintuland vncomtortable,ouce. 
caſting the light which waswont t6 fhine ro vs 1 the 
yt Tas. vs fromteeling the fweere eom- 
rt inthem, exciting the reliques of floth, deadneſſe, 
inconftancic thar are! in'vs {ſometime by cauſeleſſe 
feares/and finfull ſhamefaſtnes hee withdraweth vs 
from our holy deuout exerciſe. But this found faith 
quencherh all theſe fierie darts which are throwne a- 
gainſt it; and like as a tree which ſhaken ,*rooteth 
moredceply; orlike as atorch which beaten, Blazech 
more brightly; or like as a ſtarre, which when the aire 
isobſcured, ſhineth moſt cleerely : fo it is with this 
roote,torchgthis glorious ſtarrez theſepowers of dark- 
nefſe doenothing'in theend, but-lend it a more beau- 
titull luſtre, then ir ever put foorth 'while it was not. 
berounded with any ſuch enmities. | 
True iris,that the beſt fairhmay hang the wing, be- 
' ing weather-beaten;, and ſeemne to retire vnder fore 
more vehement 'delaies of rentation* but that which 
flieth roday , fightethagaine'to morrow;and like as 
it is with thoſe, whoſe going backe helperh them to 
take their riſe and fetch their leape-more commodi- 
ouſly :'So here, faith (through hirp that is rhe author 
and finiſher-of her) by how much the gane backe; by 
ſamuch in her renuedendeauours ſhe commeth for- 
ward more fucceſſetully, From this ground many. 
come to. be reproued: Some there'are,who will ſeeme' 
ro followfinceritieand ſanRifieation; while making, 
ſhew of theſe-things is'gainfull; bur if crofles' come” 
acy will lay -downe their weapotts, and will prouide, 
| Skms, wh r become of other 
fthenr 


1n whole skins 


maateerss Some, hoy d6-&elalectbeyine Gwrit” 


time, 


time,caſt vp their hopes,and are rea 
| Itisin vaine to ſerue God, Amongſt the Lords chil: 
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dy proudlytofay, 
dren,how many are there who follow nor faith,grow.- 
ing vp from faith to faith, renewing the exerciſe of it 
in 


ſtning on the gratious promiſes which are made 


vato vs? Men that willchecke themiclues if they omit | 


the act of mercie, of teſtifying truth, of iuſtice where 


- occaſion is offered; blame not themſelues for negle- 


Qing to renew theirfaith towards God,when his pro. 
miſes. renewed}, or experience of his goodnefſe and 
truth doth call for ix from vs. 

Some there are, who weakly toreſpeake things,fig- 
nifying their ynbeliefe, by ſaying, they ſhall neuer ſee 
this ot thatevill mending with them; that ir is bir # 
folly to attempr further, ſeeing wee ſtrive againſt the 
{treame. Burchis is nor'to be carried with tull faile of 
fairhfull perlwaſion on him who hath ſpoken good to 
vs,but thorough attendivg to that, ſenſe and reaſon 
ſpcaketh,toyeeld covnhelicte. 1 | 

Secondly, wee may hence gatherthe truth of our 
belictc, Hath ir Rood thorough helpe of Gods grace 
in tentation ? Chriſt lerteth vs ſee tharhe was our ſup- 


parter, it is a txue-figne of grace neuer failing: buil- 


dings which ſtand when windesand ſtormes beate on 
them, are preſumed to bee furely grounded. whereas 
the paper-walls and painted caſtles of theſe who haue 
natvntained grace, cannot cndure any found affault 
which is made againſt them. 

The laſt thing ro be marke 
bring vs to ſee faluation here and euerlaſtingly, it is 
qur belecte,r.Pet.1.5. Gods pleaſure of working this 
or that for vs, is firſt made knowne by his word reuea- 
ling it. Seco: !ly, it is delaied for a triall of rhem ro 


d 1s, what it is that doth 0bſeruas:y. 


D 2 whom 
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hom it is giuen.Thirdly;itisexectited. Now the re. 
Ara of this future leaky onely faith apprehen- 
deth; the delay(wherem many occurtences are inci. 
dent) ſpeaking the contrary this faith bearerh,by clea- 
uing to that word which formerly it heard from God. 
When the: thing is: executed, then faith is changed 
with ſight; {o that it is plaine,that faith bringethvs to 
{ce faluation, for it neuer giueth ouertill the thing be * 
in preſent; it doth keepe vs within the tower of Gods 
impregnable ſtregthfor je. rs which'is our ſafe- 
ticagainftall enemies zit doth bring vs out of all trou- 
blesby holding Gods gratious word as a man com- 
meth from a deepedungeon,by —_ ſcaling lad- 
der caſtto him, orfitting vponan Eagles wing which 
would mount vp with him. oo 
Inthe Chapter following;there-is a catalogue of 
glorious beleeuers, the end of their faith being like- 
wiſe recorded-. Vhehce we may firſt ſee that errorof 
Papiſts, who though they aſcribe our firſt forgiuenes 
of our finnes tofanti; yetourafter-righteouſneſſe and 
ſaluation, they referre to good workes, penall fatisfa- 
ions ,:application -of the / Churches treafarie, &c. 
withdrawing! themſclues from faith,when now they 
are brought ta. be/inſtate of grace; but faith is*neuer 
toceaſetill rhe om —_—_ benow in ſight,neither 


= 


willthe ſame.thing _ both by faith and workes; 
for.theſe are ſuch as will not-be compounded, the A: 
poſtle being witneſle. 


_ Againe,hence weſce how wotulla thing itis to caſt. 
away our confidence, wee fling away the plaiſter that 
| ſhauld healevs; forwhatſoeuercuils were vpon vs,yer 
holdingour faith on'the truth and mercie of God in 
Chriſt;they ſhould vaniſh awayasſhewers, whichon 


our 
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our garments dric p in time and come to nothing. 


Yea their danger is hence diſcouered , who thoug 
they make conſcience of murther, adulterie, injuſtice; 
yet care not to liuec in vnbelietc, which is of all finnes 
the moſt dangerous, for the other ſhould not hurt vs 
deadly,were it notfor+his ; that wee will notby faith 
cake = medicine which ſhould heale vs. 

Secondly, this muſt incourage vs to perſeuere in 
our faith:as Chriſt looked to the end of the Croſſe, fo 
muſt we looke tothe end of our faith, that we may en- 
dure all difficulties the better,with which wee are in- 


-countred.True it is,that menare often moſt deceiued, 


where they truſt moſt ; but leaning on the Lord, and 
waiting on him, thou ſhalt neuer bee deceiued,nor 
miſſe of his promiled faluation. 


But in temporarie cuils we cannot aſſure our ſelues obien, 
of deliverance. Anſw. The truth is,we ſee not deliue- 4nw. 


rance, becauſe we exerciſe not faith in particular pro- 
miles ſo farre as wee might. Secondly, we muſt cuer 
beaſſured of iſſue, ſuch as is ioyned with faluation, 
Thirdly, though it keep vs not our of the fire,yerfaith 
will keepe vs from burning, or taking hurt in our moſk 
ferie trials ; wherefore let vs renew our faith in Gods 
- pretious promiles,affuring our ſelues that the end 
of it ſhall be-faluarion of ſouleand body in 
the day ofour Lord Iefus Chrift. To 
un i 0 the Father and 
Spirit, &c. 4776#. 
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